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MARATHON LEGENDS PLANT
TREES IN LONDON MARATHON

LIVING HALL OF FAME

Paula Radcliffe, Ingrid Kristiansen, Catherina McKiernan, Liz
McColgan, Eamonn Martin and Gordon Perry plant trees in Greenwich
Park on eve of World Earth Day 
Second year of planting in London Marathon Living Hall of Fame 

In a drive to inspire environmental sustainability, London Marathon
champions and legends gathered in Greenwich Park today (Friday 21 April)
to plant trees in the London Marathon Living Hall of Fame on the eve of
World Earth Day. 

The group included:  

Paula Radcliffe, London Marathon champion in 2002, 2003 and 2005,
who set her world record in London 20 years ago this year 
Ingrid Kristiansen, four-time London Marathon champion (1984, 1985,
1987 and 1988) 
Liz McColgan, London Marathon champion in 1996 
Eamonn Martin, the last British man to win the London Marathon,
celebrating the 30th anniversary of his victory in 1993 
Catherina McKiernan, London Marathon champion in 1998 
Gordon Perry, winner of the first men’s wheelchair race in 1983,
celebrating 40 years since that inaugural win 
Lisa Wilding, daughter of London Marathon champion Joyce Smith,
who won in 1981 and 1982 

The first tree in the Living Hall of Fame was planted last October, just before
the 2022 TCS London Marathon, by world record holder and four-time
London Marathon champion Eliud Kipchoge. 
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Over the next decade more than 150 trees will be planted for every London
Marathon champion since 1981 at different locations along the famous
route. 

Athletes showed their commitment to environmental sustainability during the
ceremony ahead of World Earth Day, a day dedicated to the protection of
the environment amid the growing threat of climate change. 

Hugh Brasher, Event Director of the TCS London Marathon, said: “It’s
fantastic that Paula, Ingrid, Liz, Catherina, Eamonn and Gordon, and
Joyce’s daughter Lisa, could be with us today to plant trees in the London
Marathon Living Hall of Fame to celebrate their London victories. We hope
these trees, so close to our famous Start Line, will not only inspire
environmental sustainability, but will also inspire generations of marathoners
to come.” 

Graham Dear, Park Manager at Greenwich Park, said: “Greenwich Park,
one of London’s eight Royal Parks, has proudly hosted the start of the
London Marathon since its inception in 1981. The planting of seven small-
leaved lime trees near the marathon route in the park is a fitting way to
celebrate the London Marathon Living Hall of Fame and the wonderful
athletes here today.” 

Former London Marathon champion Paula Radcliffe added: “It’s a brilliant
initiative. The running community has a lot more perspective now and can
put a lot more value on the importance of the environment and the world we
live in. 

“The marathon makes a difference; the fact people are running and there
are fewer cars on the road brings cleaner air. There are only a certain
number of T-shirts you can fit in the cupboard, or medals you can hang
somewhere, so planting a tree to make a difference for the future is
something we can all get behind. 

“We want our children and grandchildren to be able to breathe in fresh air
and compete in events like this for many years to come.” 

The London Marathon Living Hall of Fame is one of the most visible
elements of LME’s work to drive positive change in environmental
sustainability. Read more here. 
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 About the London Marathon

The 2023 TCS London Marathon will take place on Sunday 23 April.
The London Marathon was first held on 29 March 1981 and the millionth finisher in the history
of the event crossed the line in 2016.
Since the first London Marathon in 1981, the event has raised more than £1 billion for charity.
The 2023 TCS London Marathon Official Charity of the Year is Great Ormond Street Hospital
Children's Charity.
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London Marathon Events gifts its surplus each year to the London Marathon Foundation (the
operating name of The London Marathon Charitable Trust, a registered charity (283813) and a
company limited by guarantee registered in England & Wales (01550741), registered office:
190 Great Dover Street, London, SE1 4YB).
Since 1981, the London Marathon Foundation has awarded £100 million to more than 1,600
projects that inspire activity in London and across the UK.
For more information, visit tcslondonmarathon.com

About Tata Consultancy Services (TCS)

Tata Consultancy Services is an IT services, consulting and business solutions organization that has
been partnering with many of the world’s largest businesses in their transformation journeys for over
55 years. Its consulting-led, cognitive powered, portfolio of business, technology and engineering
services and solutions is delivered through its unique Location Independent Agile™ delivery model,
recognized as a benchmark of excellence in software development.

A part of the Tata group, India's largest multinational business group, TCS has over 614,000 of the
world’s best-trained consultants in 55 countries. The company generated consolidated revenues of
US $27.9 billion in the fiscal year ended March 31, 2023, and is listed on the BSE and the NSE in
India. TCS' proactive stance on climate change and award-winning work with communities across the
world have earned it a place in leading sustainability indices such as the MSCI Global Sustainability
Index and the FTSE4Good Emerging Index. For more information, visit www.tcs.com
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